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Dates For Your Diary

Students Return      Wednesday 24th April 2019

Year 8 Options Evening 6 - 8:30 p.m.  Thursday 25th April 2019

GCSE Art Exams      W/C Monday 29th April 2019

GCSE French/Spanish Speaking Exams  W/C Monday 29th April 2019

Year 7 & 8 Junior Maths Challenge   Tuesday 30th April 2019

Year 11 Dance Show: 7 p.m.    Tuesday 30th April 2019

Year 9 Parents Evening: 5 - 9 p.m   Thursday 2nd May 2019

Year 11/12 HE Information Evening: 6 - 8 p.m. Wednesday 8th May 2019

GCSE & GCE Exams Begin    W/C Monday 13th May 2019

Year 7-9 Drama Festival     Thursday 16th May 2019

Year 7 & 8 IAG Event     Friday 17th May 2019

Year 12 Dance Show: 7 p.m.    Tuesday 21st May 2019

Spring Half Term Break     Monday 27th May - Friday 31st 

        May 2019

Students Return      Monday 3rd June 2019
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Dear Parents and Carers

I have been inundated recently with requests from my PE teachers 
for time out of the academy. This is not because they want a bit of 
time for themselves but because our sports teams have done so 
well and keep qualifying for finals. You can read all about their 
success in this newsletter.

We have had an amazing half term. Every time I go over to MCA6 

I witness the building works progress another stage. We are on 
schedule for opening in the Autumn of 2020.

We have also been interviewing students from MCA and from many other schools who want 
to join our Sixth Form in September. We currently have a few places remaining but they are 
going fast. In order to assist our students we have raised the threshold for bursary support 
for transport costs. To see if your child may be eligible check on our website:
http://mca6.attrust.org.uk/life-at-mca6/financial-support/

There is also very important information in this newsletter about the new ‘opt-in’ for 
transport system that Suffolk County Council has introduced this year. If you do not opt-in 
your child will not be given a place on transport from September so do not miss the May 
31st deadline. You will now need to ‘opt-in’ every year if your child needs to travel on a bus. 
More details on page 10 of this newsletter.

We have no staff leaving us at Easter but have had some join us this term: 
Mrs Chambers and Mrs Whiteway are two new Cover Supervisors, Mr Shannon is a new site 
supervisor, Mrs Norman is our new minibus driver and Mrs Feenan and Miss Leigh are our 
two new DT Technicians. 

There are lots of Year 11 revision days scheduled to take place during the holidays and 
whilst many of our students will be working hard I also hope they can enjoy themselves 
during the break. Maybe they deserve an extra Easter egg! 

I hope everyone has a very restful holiday and I look forward to seeing the students return 
on Wednesday 24th April 2019.

Yours sincerely

Mrs S Byles
Principal
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Drama Trip
On Thursday 14th February 2019 Year 11 
students enjoyed a trip to the Piccadilly 
Theatre, London to see The Curious 
Incident of the Dog in the Night-time. 

Art Trip
On Wednesday 13th February 2019, forty 
eight Year 8 students visited the Sea life 
Sanctuary in Hunstanton. Students have 
been working on an ‘Under the Sea’ 
art project in their lessons so the visit 
provided a great experience to draw from 
nature, making for some lovely pieces of 
art. 

Later in the day, we had a pop up art
room at the centre, where students could 
use a variety of materials such as water 
colours and oil pastels to develop their 
drawings by working further on them. A 
great day was had all round and we thank 
all those who helped and supported us to 
make this trip a success. 

Miss Moles-Smith

Mamma Mia
On Wednesday 13th February 2019 a 
group of Year 9 and 10 students enjoyed 
a trip to the Novello theatre in London to 
watch the stage production of Mamma 
Mia.
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NEWS - BEBRAS

Talented Year 7 student Chloe Palmer was 
invited to the Department of Computer 
Science at the University of Oxford on 
Sunday 17 February as a finalist in a 
UK-wide competition – The UK Bebras 
Computational Thinking Challenge.
 
Reaching the final of the Juniors age 
group is an impressive achievement, as 
59,804 students entered the first round 
for the age group (10–12).  Chloe was 
among the top 60 highest achieving 
students invited to the final round in 
her age group, and was presented with 
her finalist’s certificate at a prize-giving 
ceremony at Hertford College.
 
The UK Bebras Computational Thinking 
Challenge, supported by Google, is 
designed to get students excited about 
computing and computational thinking. 
It is a problem-solving contest with 
questions inspired by topics in computer 
science. In the first round, held in their 
own schools, students have to try and 
solve as many problems as possible 
in the allotted time. There are six age 
categories. The highest scoring students 
from the four oldest age groups (Elite, 
Seniors, Intermediate, and Juniors) 
were then invited to the Department of 
Computer Science at Oxford for the finals 
over two weekends in February.

“During the half term holiday, I went to 
Oxford University to participate in the 
next round of the Bebras challenge. While 
I was there, I attended some interesting 
presentations, each of which taught me 

something new, as well as completing 
the actual Bebras challenge.  The 
challenge was quite difficult but was still 
fun to complete.  This has been a great 
experience for me.” 

Chloe Palmer

Above: Chloe receiving a finalist’s 
certificate from Peter Millican, Professor 
of Philosophy at Hertford College, 
University of Oxford.
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BBC - Educational Psychologist
On Thursday 14th February 2019 we 
welcomed BBC News into the academy 
to talk about a mental health and 
emotional wellbeing project we are 
getting involved in.

The pilot project allocates a Clinical 
Psychologist to work in the academy 
and to train staff so that even more 
students can be supported.

British Science Week
To celebrate British Science Week 
2019 students were set a half term 
project to research and produce an 
information guide on a recent scientific 
discovery that has happened within 
the last five years.

This homework formed part of a 
competition and students were 
awarded Bronze , Silver and Gold 
certificates in recognition of their work.

Some of the winners can be seen here 
alongside examples of just some of the 
quality projects produced.
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Meet the Governor
The Rev. George Samiec

I think I might well be described as the 
parent who never left! When we arrived 
from Australia and our daughters chose 
to go to the then Mildenhall College of 
Technology, I was asked whether I would 
be a parent governor. That was at the end 
of 2002 and I have been a governor ever 
since. Now a community governor, I have 
seen the academy change in so many 
ways. 

It is a good school which is always getting 
better and that trajectory overall is what 
counts in education, in a community, and 
in life itself. 

My work as a governor over the years 
has meant community engagement, 
working with a neighbouring college for 
a few years, and taking an interest in the 
English, Drama and Humanities Faculties. 
I have what might be called a ‘watching 
brief’ to be aware of aspects of academy 

life – Curriculum, Literacy, Teaching and 
Learning, Attainment / Pupil Progress – 
the goals being that what is experienced 
in the classroom,  performance venue 
or outdoors keeps getting better for 
everyone.

So why have I stayed when my children 
have left long ago? I believe very much 
in the power and good of education and 
that teachers do amazing things. As the 
saying goes, ‘teachers touch the future’, 
and good things are always happening in 
classrooms, on excursions, and among 
the students at MCA. Governors are very 
much in the background and do their 
small part, largely administratively, in 
encouraging more and more good things 
to happen. 

If you are interested in helping the 
academy in this way by all means contact 
our Principal, Mrs Byles, for more 
information. You will meet a group of 
people who want students and teachers 
to be excited about learning and given 
the best opportunities to succeed.

NEWS
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Elmer Update
Our Young Elmer is well under way. The 
painting team have been working hard 
coming in at lunchtimes to make sure 
Elmer is coming together and starting to 
look fantastic. 

He is due to be collected at the start of 
April, and you will be able to see him at 
the Suffolk Show during May, just before 
the trail fully opens in Ipswich. Thank you 
to everyone who has already donated 
towards our goal of raising £750 for the 
St Elizabeth Hospice. If you would like to 
help us to reach this goal and you feel 
you would like to make a contribution to 
support us, please complete the donation 
form which was sent via email and return 
to the Finance Office. Thank you for all of 
your ongoing support. 

Attendance
At Mildenhall College Academy we are 
proud of the curriculum that we offer to 
give students the best opportunities to 
succeed. 

As an academy we monitor the 
attendance of our students diligently 
to ensure safety and wellbeing 
and therefore giving them the best 
opportunity to demonstrate our MCA 
TRAITS (Teamwork, Resilience, Ambitiion, 
Inquistiveness, Together and Successful.)

We would like to reinforce that everyday 
is important - yet we have noticed that 
attendance is lower on a Friday than 

any other day of the week. Please could 
we have your support in ensuring your 
children are in the academy for the full 
week so that we can give them the best 
educational offer possible. 
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NEWS - READATHON 2019

On Tuesday 12th March 2019 we saw the 
return of the Readathon Challenge.

In the afternoon students from Year 7 
flooded into the library with armfuls of 
books, blankets and cushions. They soon 
settled down to a good read around the 
library. A calm and tranquil air filled the 
room which was a pleasure to see and 
feel.

Some of our students were sponsored to 
complete their reading challenge, raising 
money for Read for Good, a national 
charity which promotes reading through 
sponsored Readathons which help 

children with serious illnesses – providing 
regular deliveries of brand new books and 
storyteller visits to children in hospital.

A huge thank you to everyone who took 
part in and supported our Readathon. 
If you still have sponsorship money to 
hand in or would like to donate you can 
visit: 
https://readathon.secure.force.com/
sponsor

A very successful afternoon had by all.

Mrs Morley
Library Manager
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NEWS - TRANSPORT

Home to School Transport
Suffolk County Council Passenger 
Transport provide transport to and from 
the academy, however their Travel Policy 
has been amended, so it is important that 
you understand how this might affect 
your child’s eligibility for funded school 
travel from September 2019. To find out 
more visit: 
www.suffolkonboard.com/schooltravel

If your child is eligible for funded school 
travel you now need to opt-in (apply) 
each year so they can receive it. The opt-
in window for this year is open from 1st 
March 2019 to 31st May 2019. To find 
out more visit: 
www.suffolkonboard.com/optin 

Further information including eligibility, 
photo pass applications and route details 
can be found on 
www.suffolkonboard.com
If you do not opt-in you will not be given 
a bus pass.

Suffolk County Council’s Code of 
Conduct
There is a code of conduct which should 
be observed when students travel to and 
from the academy. This is referred to 
when the photo passes are issued and we 
ask parents and students to read them 
carefully, as it sets out guidelines in the 
event of the bus being late or in the event 
of an emergency. 

Transport from Lakenheath, Brandon 
and Surrounding Areas
The academy commissions transport for 

students in these areas. This ‘free’ service 
is available to students who have chosen 
Mildenhall College Academy as their 
first choice.  Further information will be 
sent to you in due course.  If we are not 
your first choice school, you will need to 
contact Suffolk Passenger Transport for 
your options.  They can be contacted on 
0345 606 6173 or by visiting
www.suffolkonboard.com
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NEWS - TRANSPORT
Transport options for MCA6 Students 
from September 2019
If you currently travel on a route operated 
by Suffolk Passenger Transport and are 
looking to attend MCA6 in September, you 
may not be aware that transport is NOT 
automatically provided. Suffolk Passenger 
Transport currently operates a Post-16 
discretionary travel scheme where you 
can apply for a place by registering with 
them by the 31st of May at  
www.suffolkonboard.com/apply.  If they 
are able to offer you a place they will 
send you an invoice. However, if they are 
unable to offer you transport, and you 
applied by the deadline of 31 May 2019, 
they will write to advise you of this before 
the start of term.

Alternatively, you can travel to MCA6  by 
public transport. All 16-19 year olds can 
apply for a free Endeavour Card which is 
accepted by the majority of bus service 
providers in Suffolk. This card gives young 
people a minimum of 25% discount on 
an adult bus fare anytime. You do not 
need to be in full-time Post-16 education 
to benefit from the free Endeavour Card. 

To find a full list of bus operators that 
accept the Endeavour card and apply, 
visit www.endeavourcard.co.uk.  You can 
also contact bus operators directly to see 
what ticket options they offer. Details of 
all operators are available at: 
www.suffolkonboard.com/operators.

Travelling from Weeting, Mundford, 
Methwold, Feltwell and Hockwold
The academy operates a subsidised route 
which picks up in Weeting, Mundford, 
Methwold, Feltwell and Hockwold.  You 
will need to complete the academy 
application form if you wish to travel on 
this route, a copy of which can be found 
on our website by selecting the “Parent” 
tab then “Transport” .  

The application should be returned to the 
Finance Office at the Bury Road site no 
later than the 24th of May 2019.   If we 
are able to offer you a place, we will send 
you an invoice which must be paid before 
the start of the Summer Holiday. If, 
however you decide not to attend MCA6 
your payment will be returned in full.
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NEWS - SIXTH FORM 

Parliament Trip
On Friday 15th February 2019 history, 
criminology and a few other students 
received the fantastic opportunity to visit 
the Houses of Parliament in Westminster 
for a guided tour. 

Separate groups of Criminology and History 
students were formed and each experienced 
a different tour tailored to their subject. 
Both groups visited many rooms including 
the Robing Room, the House of Lords, the 
House of Commons, St Stephen’s Hall, the 
Central Lobby and Westminster Hall. Finally 
both groups participated in a mock 

parliament debate around an issue of our 
choice in which we could manifest our own 
political perspectives. 

Throughout the visit we learnt the process in 
which a proposed bill becomes an actual law.  
It was very interesting to learn what occurs 
‘behind the scenes’ within the political 
system. Additionally, following our local MP 
Matt Hancock’s visit to MCA6 last year, it was 
exciting to learn what activities he gets up to 
on a day-to-day basis.

Liam West, Year 13
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NEWS - MILDENHALL HUB PROJECT

Students gathered at the Mildenhall Hub 
construction site on Friday 8th March 2019 
for the first official turf cutting carried out by 
Matt Hancock, Health Secretary and MP for 
West Suffolk.

Principal, Susan Byles said: “There are few 
academies in the country that are purposely 
designed and built to be at the very centre 
of a community hub.

The opportunities that this will bring to the 
students of Mildenhall are both unique and 
plentiful.

Not only will our students learn in a modern, 
purpose built academy building but they will 
also have access to other amazing facilities 
such as a swimming pool 
and leisure centre.”
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On Thursday 7th February 2019 one 
hundred and twenty students across 
Years 9 and 10 took part in the UK 
Intermediate Maths Challenge. 

Of the students who took part nine 
students received a bronze certificate, 
nine students received a silver certificate, 
and two students received a gold 
certificate (as listed below).

In addition to this three students 
progressed to the next round. Leah 
Missen-Smiley and Amalee Neill-Gourlay 
from Year 9 and Jack Harrington from 
Year 10. These three students took part 
in the second round of the challenge on 
Thursday 21st March. We are currently 
awaiting their results. 

Bronze Silver Gold

Luke Kilby Leah Missen-Smiley Amalee Neill-Gourlay

Molly Merrill Isaac Rudderham Jack Harrington

Genevieve Wilkins Connie Roffe

Leonardo Duarte Lewis Morley

Kayleigh Greening Benjamin Hobbs

Rebecca Towler Molly McCarthy

Isabel Thompson Hadley Palmer

Viktoria Grablevska Abi Finch

NEWS - MATHS CHALLENGE
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NEWS - ICT WEEKEND

Booster Revision reached new heights as
fourteen determined business and 
computer science students and three 
brave teachers spent a beautiful February 
weekend at Kingswood Overstrand 
Outdoor Activity Centre to help prepare 
the students for their final GCSE 
examinations.  

Over the weekend the students attended 
intense revision sessions which were 
counterbalanced with challenges of 
a different kind.  The students were 
given the opportunity to challenge their 
climbing, abseiling and archery skills.  
They also had a camp fire and a laser 

battle fight.  On arrival at the site the 
students had on-the-job training by the 
chief housekeeper who set them the 
target to make their beds within three 
minutes to her standards.  Unfortunately, 
this target was not achieved but the 
practical experience of receiving on-the-
job training should stick with them and 
help them remember it.  

The weekend is already reaping its 
rewards with students improving in 
confidence and moving their grades 
up from the first mock exams to their 
second.
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NEWS - SIXTH FORM

Crime Conference Day
On Tuesday 5th March 2019 16 Social 
Sciences students set off to attend 
a Crime Conference day in Bury St 
Edmunds.

On arrival we joined other students for 
the conference provided by an agency 
who deliver hard hitting presentations 
about life in prison as an offender and 
the wider impact on family and victims of 
crime.  

We had been told that during the 
conference we would meet and have 
the opportunity to ask questions of ex-
offenders who had served time in prison 
ranging from 4 to 24 years.  

Our conference was led by ‘Andrew’ who 
introduced a number of ex-offenders who 
explained what their particular crimes 
were, their sentences in prison and their 
experiences since leaving custody.  

The day concluded by question and 
answer sessions with each ex-offender.  

This gave MCA6 students a real 
opportunity to ask further questions 
and we certainly took that opportunity 
particularly when given the chance to 
question Andrew in depth about his 
particular case.

A great day and marvellous insight into 
aspects of our criminal justice system.  
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NEWS - SPORT
Cross Country
Ben and James Peck represented the 
academy in the English Schools National 
Cross Country Championship Finals in 
Leeds on Saturday 16th March 2019. They 
competed alongside each other in the 
Junior Boys (Years 8 & 9 combined) race 
with James achieving seventh place and 
Ben coming in third. Both boys are now in 
the England squad and are competing in 
the Internationals in Dublin on Saturday 
23rd March 2019!

Earlier this year Ben, competing in the 
colours of Thetford running club, was 
crowned English Champion in the U13 
age group. This enabled him to compete 
in another race against the best runners 
from Scotland, Northern Ireland and 
Wales. He again came out on top and is 
now ranked as the number 1 runner in the 
whole of the UK in his age group!

Basketball
An inter-Year 7 tournament was organised 
to celebrate the achievements and high 
numbers of Year 7 girls who are interested 
in Basketball. The teams played in a round 
robin tournament followed by play offs to 
decide the final places. The winning team 
were the Pink Ladies. The tournament was 
officiated by our excellent sports leaders 
from Years 9, 10 and 11 and there was 
some fantastic basketball played. It was 
superb to see so many girls participating. 
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NEWS - SPORT

Football
On Tuesday 5th March 2019 the Under 18 
football team made the long journey to 
Bungay High School to compete against 
their Sixth Form Football Academy side in 
the Suffolk Cup Quarter Finals. 

Fine solo efforts from Callum Horn and 
Jake Alecock in the first half saw us go 
in to the break with a 2-1 advantage. 
A late equaliser for Bungay took the 
game to extra time, and with no further 
goals scored, penalties were required to 
separate the teams and determine who 
would progress to the semi-finals. 

After 5 penalties apiece, the scores were 
locked at 4-4! Freddy Gallagher went on 
to make two wonderful saves, allowing 
super-sub Harry Lowman to step up and 
become the Mildenhall hero awarding 
MCA a win of 6-5 on penalties.

U16 Girls
The U16 girls football team have qualified 
for the quarter finals of the Suffolk 
Cup, following a 3-2 victory against 
King Edward VI School. The girls played 
incredibly well with plenty of free-flowing 
football on show courtesy of Rebecca 
Towler, Annalise Brown and Katie Hayes 
in the midfield. Early into the second half 
MCA’s Jemima Kent scored and a handball 
from the opposition’s centre back inside 
the penalty area gifted MCA a penalty. 
Katie Hayes stepped up confidently and 
slotted the ball home. 

The boys will travel to Thurston to play 
in the semi-finals.

The game looked done and dusted, 
but to King Edward VI School’s credit, 
they bounced straight back and scored 
immediately from the restart. Fortunately, 
a second goal from Jemima Kent eased 
the nerves. King Edward VI School netted 
once more in the last few seconds of 
the game but this was no more than a 
consolation. 
The girls will meet 
County Upper 
in the next round.

Sixth Form Football Team in Action
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U15 Boys
The U15 football team, made up of boys 
from Years 9 and 10, were narrowly 
defeated away at Culford. Ryan Wilson 
netted the pick of the Mildenhall goals, 
expertly connecting with an acrobatic 
effort from an Olly Hollands corner. The 
game was officiated by Stephen Clarke 
(referee), Freddy Gallagher and Harrison 
Milner (assistant referees), all of Year 13.

Well done to the year 7 boys’ football 
team who advanced to the next round 
of the Suffolk cup after an impressive 
5-1 victory over Westbourne Academy 
on Friday 8th February 2019. Goals from 
Ethan Smith, Jude Hawkins and a hat-trick 
from Jordan Totman.

Netball
The U14 Girls have qualified for the finals 
of the West Suffolk Netball league after 
finishing second in the league. The girls 
have already attended county finals this 
academic year and are hopeful for more 
success on Wednesday 27th March 2019 
at Thurston Community College.

Cricket
An excellent performance from the U15 
girls cricket team who beat Newmarket 
Academy on Thursday 14th February 
2019 in their fixture to qualify for the 
county finals. They will now compete 
in the next stage on Friday 29th March 
2019. It was also fantastic to have so 
many girls involved in the local U13 girls 
cricket tournament on Tuesday 12th 
March 2019. The two teams made some 
excellent progress!

Year 7 Football Team

U13 Indoor Cricket Team

Follow the PE faculty on 
twitter for all the latest 
sports news
@MilPEdept
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Rugby
This term our MCA rugby teams have 
been representing the academy at 
the West Suffolk festivals.  The boys 
have shown immense courage and 
determination throughout the matches 
making some strong runs and big tackles 
on their way to recording many positive 
results.  The boys have used the games as 
great learning opportunities and 

improved consistently across the festivals.  

Our Year 7 team has also taken part in 
some friendly matches with local schools, 
showcasing their talents and developing 
their skills week by week.  It is great to 
see our students getting into the spirit 
of rugby, showing resilience and good 
sportsmanship. 

Sports Park Visit
On Thursday 7th Feb 2019 our Year 12 
Sports Studies students enjoyed a day 
at the University of East Anglia Sports 
Park learning about Higher Education 
pathways, sports development and 
career options. 

Handball
The U15 boys’ handball team, who 
previously defeated Castle Manor 
Academy and Samuel Ward Academy 
in our cluster tournament, qualified 
alongside Thurston Community College 
from the Western Area County Finals 
earlier this term. They will be one of five 
schools hoping to be crowned Suffolk 
Champions on Friday 26 April 2019. 

Left: The U13 boys 
preparing for the 
West Suffolk festival 
at Stowmarket rugby 
club.


